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he had over his head a yellow, according to others a red,
silk flag. The Royal Eed Standard was carried about
20 yards behind the Sultan, and under it marched the chiefs
of the Memlooks, Sunbul al-'Othmani, the four judges, and
Amir Tamr al-Zardkash, one of the principal Amirs. On the
right flank of the troops was Amir Si Bai, Deputy of Damascus,
and on the left flank Khair Bey, Deputy of Aleppo.

According to some authorities the first to be engaged in
the battle was Atabek Sudun al-'Ajemi, with Malik al-'Umara
Si Bai; Deputy of Damascus, and the Karanisah Memlooks,
but not the imported Memlooks. These, accompanied by
a number of Deputies, fought desperately and put to flight
the troops of Ibn 'Othman, inflicting terrible losses and
capturing seven standards, the guns on the carriages, and the
musketeers.

Ibn 'Othman, in consequence, thought seriously of a retreat
or a surrender, as over 10,000 of his men had been killed.
At first the army of Egypt was victorious; would that it
had continued so! But a report reached the Karanisah
Memlooks that the Sultan had ordered the imported Memlooks
not to go into action at all, but to let the Karanisah Memlooks
fight alone, which damped their ardour. Meanwhile Atabek
Sudun had fallen, also Malik al-'TJmara Si Bai, Deputy of
Damascus, and a great number of the right flank turned
defeated. This was followed by the flight of Khair Bey,
Deputy of Aleppo, and the defeat of the left flank, Amir
Kansuh Ibn Sultan Chirkess being taken prisoner, some said
killed. Moreover, Khair Bey was said to be secretly in league
with Ibn 'Othman against al-Ghurl, a report which was
confirmed later. He was, moreover, the first to fly before
all the troops, and proclaimed defeat. But this loss was
inflicted on the Egyptian troops by the will of Providence
in fulfilment of His decrees.

Now the Sultan was standing under the flag with a small
body of Memlooks, and he began to call out: " Oh, sirs, now
is the time to quit yourselves like men, this is the time to